Abstract: Recently, it has been reported that people with autism might have deficits in the syntactic aspects of language. However, we have few studies focusing on the syntactic aspects of Japanese people with autism. The purpose of this study was to examine the syntactic knowledge of passives in Japanese autistic people with mental retardation. We compared the rates of correctness in comprehension of actives and passives in Japanese autistic people with mental retardation with those in normally developing Japanese children. The participants were 12 autistic people with mental retardation aged 13 to 23. The control group was 23 normally developing children aged from 3 to 6 matched to the autism group 東京都立永福学園 1）
Abstract: Recently, it has been reported that people with autism might have deficits in the syntactic aspects of language. However, we have few studies focusing on the syntactic aspects of Japanese people with autism. The purpose of this study was to examine the syntactic knowledge of passives in Japanese autistic people with mental retardation. We compared the rates of correctness in comprehension of actives and passives in Japanese autistic people with mental retardation with those in normally developing Japanese children. The participants were 12 autistic people with mental retardation aged 13 to 23. The control group was 23 normally developing children aged from 3 to 6 matched to the autism group を参考に，自閉 with respect to receptive vocabulary age. The stimulus sentences were eight actives and eight passives. A sentence-picture-matching task was used. The results were as follows. While the correct rate was 64.6% for actives and 34.4% for passives in the autism group, it was 82.6% for actives and 69.6% for passives in the control group. The correct rates for passives were significantly lower than those for actives in both groups. In addition, the correct rates for both actives and passives in the autism group were significantly lower than those in the control group. These results suggest that Japanese autistic people with mental retardation might have deficits in the syntactic aspects of their language. 
